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Legal services 
and Legaltech

Fact Sheet

The opportunity
As the largest legal centre outside of London, Leeds City Region 
is a competitive and cost-effective location offering legal firms 
access to the right infrastructure, business networks and client 
pool, while being only two hours from London. With a thriving tech 
hub, Leeds City Region is also set to become a Legaltech innovation 
powerhouse. We foster collaboration across traditional legal 
services and pioneering technology developers. 

The facts

£70bn

1,600

Largest City Region 
economy outside of 
London contributing £70 
billion GVA

Home to over 120,000 
businesses offering 
commercial and client 
opportunities

8,695 digital tech companies 
employing more than 50,000 
people in the tech sector 
across the City Region

1,600 legal companies 
including 28 of the top 100 
law firms have an office in
Leeds City Region, employing 
14,400 people

§

The University of Law has 
an Innovation and Tech 
hub in Leeds

3,700
3,700 law graduates per 
year representing 15% of 
UK law graduates
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Legal Investment Growth Timeline

Leeds is a fantastic place to grow an international business – it is well 
connected, outward looking and supportive. We are also home to some great 
universities providing access to a strong talent base which allows us to recruit 
and retain the best people on our doorstep. The significant improvements we 
are seeing around the city and levelling up agenda is creating a wider vibrancy 
that now draw others in from outside the region. Our success as a law firm is 
our people, so we are delighted to be able to be based in such a strong market.
Andrew Dyson, Office Managing Partner of DLA Piper Leeds

The Government Legal Department 
announced it was opening a 
regional centre in Leeds.

Leeds-based Bond Dickinson LLP 
and US-based Womble Carlyle 
Sandridge and Rice, LLP combined 
to create Womble Bond Dickinson.

The Ministry of Justice announced 
its move to 5 Wellington Place, 
attracted by modern collaborative 
working environments in Leeds city 
centre and the proximity to the 
train station.

Innovative law firm rradar, the first 
law firm ever to qualify for Sunday 
Times Tech Track 100 which lists 
the fastest growing tech companies 
in the UK, expanded into Platform 
Tech Hub in Leeds city centre as 
the firm more than tripled the size 
of its team.

Shoosmiths significantly expanded 
their offices in Platform, after 
originally agreeing a 10-year lease, 
to grow their team and service a 
thriving client base.

Reed Smith Global Solutions 
opened its Shared Services hub in 
Leeds to provide a creative 
environment for lawyers, analysts 
and business service professionals. 
Knowledge management lawyers 
and other support are based in the 
firm’s Global Solutions hub in 
Leeds.

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021 

Walker Morris moved to a new 
office in Leeds, involving a £10 
million refurbishment and 
bringing 500 of its staff together 
under one roof. This investment 
made Walker Morris the largest 
single site law firm outside 
London.

Listed law firm Knights invested 
in new office space in Leeds 
following its acquisition of 
Shulmans earlier that year. 
Knights will be one of the first 
tenants to occupy the refurbished 
landmark Majestic building 
alongside Channel 4. The firm 
will occupy more than 20,000 
sqft over two floors.

Global law firm DLA Piper signed 
a deal with developer MRP to 
take more than 80,000 sq ft of 
prime office space in major office 
development in Leeds city centre, 
City Square House. The firm, 
whose origins can be traced back 
to a founding office in Leeds 250 
years ago, will relocate its 600 
people to the new building in 
Leeds in 2024.



Contact us

With direct access to the latest economic data and a range of 
business support packages, the Leeds City Region Trade and 
Investment Team provide a free and confidential package of 
services, tailored to the needs of your business, to make your 
investment here a success. 

Megan Noble | Sector Manager 
Business, Professional and Financial Services

T: (+44) 113 348 1517   

E: Megan.Noble@westyorks-ca.gov.uk

investleedscityregion.com


