
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES



Leeds City Region brings together energy, ambition, investment  
and a wealth of digital innovation and creative talent to fuel  
a fast growing economy that contributes £64.6bn to UK plc.  

With a collaborative ecosystem and the highest concentration  
of digital technology innovators in the UK, we’re a unique region  

with an unequalled opportunity for investment. 

WHEN YOU THINK DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,  
THINK LEEDS CITY REGION

THINK HERE



THINK DIGITAL

Perfectly placed



CONFIDENCE DRIVING GROWTH

Leeds City Region is the largest functional 
economic area outside London and the  
South East and a region set to drive 
exceptional growth.

Our Strategic Economic Plan set out our ambition to:

• Create 35,700 additional net jobs by 2036

• Deliver £3.7bn additional economic output by 2036 

PERFECTLY ALIGNED FOR SUCCESS
We have the UK’s highest concentration of digital technology 
innovators driving technological growth in our Region’s other 
key sectors: health and life sciences, advanced manufacturing, 
and financial and professional services. 

Coupled with our collaborative ecosystem, with cluster 
specialism in creative media, data storage, big data analytics, 
software and hardware development, and technology solutions, 
these innovators are already transforming global businesses.

£6.5 BILLION
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GVA contribution of the Digital Sector 
to the UK economy

LEEDS CITY REGION

£5.5 BILLION
GREATER MANCHESTER

£4.5 BILLION

GREATER BIRMINGHAM 
AND SOLIHULLDigital jobs in our region are  

set to grow at 10 times the  
rate of non-digital jobs.



PERFORM GROUP IS AT THE PINNACLE OF DIGITAL SPORTS CONTENT  
AND MEDIA GLOBALLY. AS SUCH, WE REQUIRE THE BEST PEOPLE FROM  

ANALYSTS AND CODERS THROUGH TO ACCOUNT MANAGERS. 

WHEN IT CAME TO THE EXPANSION, WE LOOKED GLOBALLY AT WHERE  
WE COULD FIND THE RIGHT PEOPLE, WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE IN  
THE RIGHT LOCATION. AND IT WAS THEN WE REALISED WE WERE  

ALREADY HERE IN LEEDS AND JUST NEEDED TO EXPAND.

Ben Warn, CEO of New Ventures at Perform Group



THINK SMART

A unique opportunity



DATA CENTRES 
Leeds City Region’s state of the art data  
centres allow data transfer speeds to be fast  
and uninterrupted, reducing risk of data loss.

FAST WEB  
BROWSING SPEEDS
Mobile infrastructure that offers the 
fastest average web browsing speed  
on 4G, at 0.71 seconds.

SECURITY
Home to some of the highest levels of HMG 
-accredited security data centres, already 
recognised by over 25 of the FTSE 100.

FIBRE OPTIC ROUTES 
High-speed fibre optic routes east  
and west out of the UK that are  
independent of London.

IX LEEDS

Our region’s digital strengths are a result of our 
business and asset clusters, and the open and 
collaborative ecosystem in which they operate. 
These factors are all underpinned by the UK’s 
only independent Internet Exchange, IX Leeds. 

Allowing businesses and communications operators to exchange 
data at low cost and speeds of up to 10GBs per second, it offers 
resilience and reassurance to SMEs and large multinational 
corporations alike. In fact, many are already taking advantage  
of the benefits IX Leeds brings.



We’re a solutions–focused location with an influential  
ecosystem that offers unlimited opportunity for business  
growth and investment across our smart cities and tech towns. 

Our digital sector combines creative media, data analytics,  
cyber security, FinTech, software and hardware development,  
IT solutions, and corporate technology.

DISRUPTING THE  
WORLD THROUGH  
DIGITAL SOLUTIONS

LEEDS SELBY

HUDDERSFIELD

BARNSLEY

3M BUCKLEY
INNOVATION CENTRE

YORKSHIRE STUDIOS
(CHURCH FENTON)

YORK SCIENCE
PARK

BRADFORD

HALIFAX

SKIPTON YORK

BROUGHTON HALL 
BUSINESS PARK

HARROGATE

WAKEFIELD

DC LABS

CARDALE 
TECHNOLOGY PARK

LEEDS BRADFORD
AIRPORT

HUDDERSFIELD DIGITAL
MEDIA CENTRE DIGITAL

MEDIA CENTRE
LEEDS
•  Open Data Institute (ODI)
•  NHS Digital Leeds
•  Future Labs
•  Round Foundry Media Centre
•  Leeds Digital Hub
•  Duke Studios
•  Leeds Hackspace
•  Leeds Institute for Data Analytics (LIDA)

HALIFAX
•  Dean Clough Mills
•  Elsie Whiteley  

 Innovation Centre

BRADFORD
•  Digital Catapult Yorkshire
•  Digital Health  

Enterprise Zone
• Advanced Digital 

DIGITAL & CREATIVE SECTORS

Big Data

Digital Health

Financial Technology

Gaming

Manufacturing Technology

Software Development

Hardware Development

TV, Film, Creative Media, Agency

National Motorways

DIGITAL & CREATIVE  
SECTORS AND ASSETS



TALENT 
ON TAP
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ANNUAL STEAM GRADUATES 

Leeds City Region boasts a world–class digital talent  
network that includes an annual output of 17,800 STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths)  
graduates from its nine universities. 

We also benefit from the UK’s most pioneering skills 
partnerships with seven regional colleges which seeks  
to increase the provision of digital learners aged 16 and  
above. This programme stems from our leading Further 
Education system, which includes 14 FE colleges that  
work closely with businesses. The aim being to ensure  
their students are taught the right skills required by industry.

Leeds City College recently started 
work on a new £57 million hub  
for digital and creative arts,  
and health and social sciences.



THINK 
PIONEERING

A creative centre with world-leading capabilities



THE DATA  
CITY REGION  LEEDS INSTITUTE FOR  

 DATA ANALYTICS (LIDA)   
The home of two major programmes for data intensive 
research – the MRC Centre for Medical Bioinformatics  
and the ESRC Consumer Data Research Centre – LIDA  
is recognised as a Centre of Excellence. The Institute 
features world–leading facilities and expertise in  
everything from High Performance Computing, Artificial 
Intelligence, to both Virtual and Augmented Reality.

 OPEN DATA  
 INSTITUTE   
This local branch of the Open Data Institute is 
catalysing the evolution of open data culture to create 
economic, environmental, and social value. It helps 
unlock supply, generate demand, and create and 
disseminate knowledge to address local and global 
issues. It also enables anyone to learn and engage 
with open data, empowering its teams to help others 
through professional coaching and mentoring. 

THE KEY DATA LEADERS

 LEEDS  
 DATA MILL
Owned and managed by Leeds City Council, Leeds  
Data Mill offers 100% raw, unprocessed Open Data.  
They believe they are the first platform in the  
country to bring together Open Data information  
from multiple sectors. Most importantly, they  
help people to use that data creatively to gain 
understanding and new service solutions.

 NHS  
 DIGITAL
NHS Digital manages and hosts the health data for  
the NHS. This includes everything from dental, heart 
and diabetes statistics and performance to the full 
range oncology morbidity. It is the national provider  
of information, data, and IT systems for commissioners, 
analysts, and clinicians in health and social care. It also 
represents one of the world’s largest concentrations  
of health informaticians. 

 DIGITAL HEALTH 
 ENTERPRISE ZONE
Led by the University of Bradford, this partnership 
brings together businesses, academics and health 
professionals. It aims to create a global impact in 
healthcare quality and is establishing Leeds City  
Region as the place to innovate and grow businesses  
in communications–enabled healthcare. 

Big Data is predicted to benefit 
the UK economy by £241 billion 
between 2015 and 2020.

Leeds City Region is a world leader within the Big 
Data sphere and well placed to capture the new 
demand. With a capacity and capability extending 
through the health, academic and business 
communities, our region is revolutionising key 
industries – from public to commercial sectors.

Our strength as a Big Data location means the 
biggest international names in credit analysis, 
including Acxiom, Callcredit, Equifax and Experian, 
have made Leeds City Region their home.



Ian Mann, CEO, ECSC

ECSC HAS A LONG HERITAGE IN LEEDS CITY REGION, HAVING BEEN BASED 
HERE SINCE ITS INCEPTION AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY. SINCE THEN 
THE BUSINESS HAS GONE FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH AS A RESULT 
OF THE AVAILABLE TALENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE WHICH EXISTS HERE. 

IN 2017 WHEN THE BUSINESS WAS LOOKING TO EXPAND, IT LOOKED 
GLOBALLY AND CHOSE TO INCREASE ITS FOOTPRINT IN THE REGION. FROM 
OUR OFFICES IN BRADFORD AND LEEDS WE OFFER OUR GLOBAL CLIENTS 

AN UNRIVALLED SERVICE WHICH PROVIDES PEACE OF MIND IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF INFORMATION AND CYBER SECURITY.



THE CYBER  
CITY REGION

As a result of the City Region’s strengths in Big Data, 
and our heritage within Financial and Professional 
service, cyber security is crucial. That is why we’re 
setting global standards as a result of our business  
base and leading academic institutions. 

Leeds is home to the Regional Cyber 
Crime Unit of the Yorkshire and 
Humber Police.

Seven Technologies Group, based 
in Leeds, is a HM Government 
Cyber Security supplier and provide 
technologies which protect against 
industrial espionage.

BAE Systems’ Applied Intelligence 
Unit is based in Leeds, protecting the 
nation’s most critical infrastructure 
and corporate assets.

Academic Centres of Excellence 
include a GCHQ–accredited MSc at the 
University of York and doctoral cyber 
security expertise at the University 
of Bradford, University of Leeds and 
Leeds Beckett University.



A GLOBAL CENTRE  
FOR CREATIVITY

The creativity of the region has been on display internationally for 
generations, thanks to renowned artists such as Barbara Hepworth, 
Henry Moore and David Hockney, who were all born and raised in 
the region. This creative tradition continues today, with businesses 
looking to tap into the talent that is here.

The City Region has a dynamic creative media sector. Whether  
it’s TV and film productions such as ITV’s Victoria, or iconic video 
game series such as Rockstar’s Grand Theft Auto, Team 17’s 
Worms and Revolution Games’ Broken Sword, they all have  
a connection to the region. 

Alongside these global heavyweights sits a plethora of innovative 
businesses and creative marketing agencies, such as Hebe Works, 
an independent media and technology firm recognised in the 
Creative England 50, as well as True North, Dubit, Fierce Keiju  
and Duck Soup.

Digital Creative Labs
(York)
 
GamesLab
(Leeds) 

Sky’s Digital Academy
(Leeds)

Bradford City of Film
(Bradford)

East Street Arts
(Leeds)

Prime Studios
(Leeds)

Heslington Studio
(York)

3MBIC 
(Huddersfield)

Screen Yorkshire
(Leeds)

UNESCO Creative  
Media Arts Centre
(York)

Production Park 
(Wakefield) 

KEY CREATIVE LEADERS

IMAGE NEEDED



IN 2016, WE DECIDED TO LAUNCH THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL BRANCH  
OF FRACTL – A DATA–DRIVEN CONTENT MARKETING AGENCY, FOUNDED IN 
FLORIDA – IN LEEDS, DUE TO ITS CENTRAL POSITION WITHIN THE UK, THE 
READY AND SUSTAINABLE PIPELINE OF CREATIVE TALENT, AND THE CITY’S 
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT. WE’RE LUCKY TO WORK IN A COSMOPOLITAN 

CITY SO CLOSE TO AREAS OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY.

Megan Harrison, Director at Fractl



A TECHNOLOGY POWERHOUSE

Software 

From app and web development, through to the creation  
of complicated software that handles six in every 10 of  
the world’s foreign exchange transactions, Leeds City  
Region has strength in software development. 

Key businesses include BJSS, MAM Software, Red  
Embedded Lawson Software, Software One, Smoothwall,  
Mood International, RAPITA, EGRESS. 

Hardware

The region has developed some innovative hardware, from  
the BBC Micro:Bit to the NFC Ring. The NFC Ring, partnered 
with Visa at the Rio 2016 Olympics to enable athletes to make 
contactless payments, showcasing the power of the Internet  
of Things on a global stage.  

Key businesses include Cocoon, Tunstall,  
Premier Farnell, NFC Ring.

Corporate Tech

The region’s corporate tech scene is thriving, with a diverse  
range of well–known businesses locating technology functions  
here, including ASDA Walmart, DLA Piper, Lloyds, BAE Systems  
and the NHS.

These businesses are supported by key assets such as the  
National Facility for Innovative Robotic Systems, Digital Catapult 
Centre and the ODI Smart Cities Accelerator.



THE FINTECH CAPITAL  
OF THE NORTH

FINTECH STRENGTHS

Recognised as the FinTech Capital of the North, financial 
technology is undoubtedly one of the major growth 
sectors for Leeds City Region. As an existing centre of 
excellence for both finance and technology, the City 
Region is ready to capitalise on the opportunity. 

Leeds City Region already has inherent advantages in this 
high-growth industry. The region is home to a large number 
of pioneering companies in innovative FinTech arenas, such 
as Contis, World Pay and Nostrum Group, as well as several 
leading universities producing a pipeline of quality graduates. 

What’s more, the City Region has been disrupting the  
banking sector since before the term “FinTech” was coined. 
For instance, the region is proudly home to the UK’s first 
telephone bank, first direct. 

Leeds City Region is the UK’s second 
centre for banking, home to over  
30 national and international banks.

£
Payments and process services

Credit and risk management

Data analytics

Software development and platforms 

Cyber authentication security  
and network infrastructure



THINK 
CONNECTED

The heart of the UK



Leeds City Region is located in the heart of the UK with 
excellent transport links to the rest of the country as 
well as Europe and beyond. 

Our exceptional transport network allows for reliable 
and affordable public transport, which in turn provides 
easy access to a large pool of potential employees.

Connectivity is set to continue improving with major 
investment coming for the high–speed railways HS2 
and Northern Powerhouse Rail. A sure sign that the 
Government recognises the vital role Leeds City  
Region plays in the country’s economic growth.  
Once completed, HS2 will increase capacity on the  
East Coast main line and reduce travel time between 
Leeds and London to just 82 minutes. 

Leeds City Region already has extensive broadband 
coverage, but plans are underway to improve it even 
further through significant investment. This includes 
around £100 million public sector investment over  
the next three years. 

WELL PLACED FOR SUCCESS



WELL CONNECTED

BIRMINGHAM

BRISTOL

EDINBURGH

NEWCASTLE

GLASGOW

LIVERPOOL

MANCHESTER

HULL

 

LONDON

PORT OF HULL

SHEFFIELD

LONDON
175 miles; two hours by train (44 direct trains a day from York,  
37 from Wakefield and 36 from Leeds) and three hours by road.

MANCHESTER 
40 miles; one hour by road and rail. Plus a direct train link  
from Leeds to Manchester Airport. 

AIR TRAVEL TO KEY BUSINESS DESTINATIONS 
Leeds Bradford Airport serves 70 destinations in  
30 countries across Europe, North America and Asia.

SIX OTHER AIRPORTS WITHIN EASY REACH 
Including Manchester International, which is one hour and  
15 minutes by train, and Amsterdam Schipol, which is one  
hour 15 minutes by direct flight from Leeds Bradford Airport.



THERE IS SIGNIFICANT PULL FROM LEEDS.  
PEOPLE ARE WAKING UP TO THE OPPORTUNITIES 

THAT LIE OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL AND THE 
ADVANTAGES THAT COME WITH THAT LOCATION.

Dr Chris Sier, HM Government FinTech Envoy 



The UK is one of the world’s largest information 
communications technology markets, and the 
Leeds City Region is a dynamic digital location 
at its geographical heart.

The Leeds City Region’s rich ecosystem ensures that everything a 
digital business could require is available on their doorstep, including:

• An advanced professional services community

• A strong talent pipeline, with the highest number of STEAM 
graduates in the UK outside of London and one of the UK’s  
most ambitious digital skills programmes

• A network of Venture Capitalists including FinPoint, North Invest 
and Investment Ladder

• A fast high speed and secure resilient communications 
infrastructure

• Key sector networking groups, including events and meet ups  
to foster collaborations

• A business friendly public sector and the Regional Business 
Support Service helping to support businesses

WHY INVEST?



Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership can offer  
you a comprehensive service, from initial enquiry right 
through to aftercare. We can help you identify, secure  
and access funding for the perfect solution to support  
your business growth. 

PREMISES
 
We can use our unrivalled knowledge of the region to undertake 
extensive property searches and find a site that matches  
your exact specification. We can also offer property advice, 
negotiation skills and introductions to relevant developers.
 

ACCESS TO FINANCE
 
Whether you need access to finance for premises, capital 
investment or IT, we can help. Along with support on R&D  
tax credits and general advice about setting up in the UK.

SOFT LANDING
 
We can tailor a soft landing package to your needs. From finding 
a temporary space for initial set up to securing interview venues, 
we’re here to support your first steps into the region and ensure 
you have the perfect springboard for long–term success.
 

RECRUITMENT
 
With a vast pool of talent and a ready pipeline of graduates entering 
the jobs market each year, Leeds City Region can provide the skills 
you need. We can also support your initial recruitment stages 
to assist with finding core staff, specialists and make relevant 
recruitment agency introductions for general hiring.

AFTER CARE AND ONGOING SUPPORT
 
We provide ongoing support once you’re up and running in our 
region, and pride ourselves on our continued relationships with 
investors. Our investor development packages include access  
to technical support, expansion support and relationship building  
– opening the door to the thriving business ecosystem across 
Leeds City Region.

HERE FOR YOU



THINK LIFE

Stunning setting



We’re very proud of our region’s high standard of living, which 
includes a wealth of rich cultural attractions and stunning scenery. 
Our three National Parks as well as stunning coastlines make our 
region the perfect place to relax and make the most of life. While 
for those seeking more excitement, our cosmopolitan and modern 
cities offer a vibrant mix of retail, culture and commerce. We 
also love our sport and are well versed in hosting major sporting 
events, from the Tour de France 2014 to International Test Cricket 
and the Rugby World Cup 2015. 

Together these factors ensure Leeds City Region is a thriving, 
dynamic and desirable place to live and work. The addition of 
excellent schools, a first class health service and endless leisure 
activities help businesses attract and retain the very best talent. 

WE’RE SO MUCH 
MORE THAN JUST AN 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 

THRIVING, DYNAMIC 
AND DESIRABLE 



THERE'S AN EPIC QUALITY TO YORKSHIRE.  
JUST 10 MINUTES OUT OF THE CITY, YOU'RE STARING  
AT WILD MOORLAND, MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS THAT  

TOOK MY YOUNG IMAGINATION ON THE MOST  
INCREDIBLE JOURNEY.

Michael Palin, Actor and Travel Writer



GET IN TOUCH TO START ENJOYING  
THE BENEFITS OF LEEDS CITY REGION
invest@the–lep.com

LEEDS CITY REGION  
ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
City Exchange, 11 Albion Street,
Leeds LS1 5ES
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)113 348 1850




