
FINANCIAL AND  
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES



AS THE UK’S SECOND LARGEST ECONOMY AND SECOND FINANCIAL CENTRE,  
LEEDS CITY REGION IS A PRIME LOCATION FOR FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL  

SERVICES, PROVEN BY THE WIDE RANGE OF COMPANIES WE HAVE ALREADY  
ATTRACTED, FROM GLOBAL BANKS TO INNOVATORS IN FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY. 

OUR UNPRECEDENTED AND COST EFFECTIVE ACCESS TO THE RIGHT SKILLS, 
INFRASTRUCTURE, BUSINESS NETWORKS AND OVER 7 MILLION PEOPLE  

WITHIN ONE HOUR’S DRIVE HAS SEEN OUR REGION NAMED THE UK’S  
SECOND CENTRE FOR BANKING, PRODUCING THE LARGEST GVA  

IN FINANCIAL SERVICES OUTSIDE LONDON. 

THINK HERE
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The right people, the right place

THINK SMART



EXPANSION AND  
COST MANAGEMENT 
Our ready-made supply chain, specialised  
skills and vast workforce (drawn from 7 million 
people within an hour’s drive time), as well as  
cost-effective office space and talent make  
Leeds City Region the low risk/high value  
location for expansion.  

CONCENTRATION  
OF HIGH QUALITY FIRMS 
Our well-established clusters of high quality 
financial and professional services firms, 
coupled with an open and collaborative business 
ecosystem, make our region an exciting location 
for businesses in this sector. All of which has 
led TheCityUK to identify us as the UK’s second 
centre for banking. 

REGIONAL FINANCIAL  
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
Leeds City Region was recently named  
a ‘Financial Centre of Excellence’ by UKTI.  
This accolade recognises the strength of our 
financial cluster and its contribution to the 
economy and the supporting infrastructure  
and assets. This positions us as an important  
and growing regional centre for the financial 
services sector.

This reflects the substantial employment 
concentrations in Leeds, Bradford, Halifax 
and York, as well as specialisms in providing 
back and middle office functions, financial 
technologies, insurance and banking. 

THINK HIGHLY SKILLED AND COST EFFECTIVE
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CHOOSING LEEDS AS THE LOCATION FOR OUR 
EUROPEAN HQ ENABLES US TO GROW OUR BUSINESS  

IN EUROPE WHILE ALSO DELIVERING VALUE FOR MONEY. 
IN THIS REGION WE HAVE ACCESS TO A LARGE POOL  
OF TALENT, AT A LOWER COST BASE THAN LONDON, 

WITH THE UNIQUE MIX OF DIGITAL AND  
FINANCIAL SKILLS WE REQUIRE.

John Tracy, Head of TD Direct Investing
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THINK NOW

A unique opportunity



Leeds City Region is the largest functional economic area outside 
London and is set to drive exceptional growth. Our Strategic 
Economic Plan sets out our ambition to:

• Deliver £5.2 billion additional economic output by 2021
• Create 62,000 extra jobs by 2021

In order to achieve this we have already secured:

•  Over £1 billion investment in transport, housing, city centre 
development, skills, innovation and business growth

• Over £5 billion in the development pipeline
• A key role in the Northern Powerhouse and primed  

for further decision making powers by government

This confidence makes Leeds City Region the ideal location  
for investment. We are the UK’s second centre for banking, with 
a significant professional services hub, generating almost £4.5 
billion annually, with the REM forecast showing growth of 32%  
for 2014-22.

Leeds City Region is demonstrating its enormous economic 
potential in attracting growing numbers of international 
businesses. The EY Attractiveness Survey, 2015, states that 
foreign direct investment projects have increased by 145% 
since 2013, making our region one of the UK’s fastest growing 
investment hotspots.

CONFIDENCE DRIVING  
UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH 

£4.4 BILLION

£3.9 BILLION

£3 BILLION

BR
ES

, 2
01

2

GVA contribution of Financial and  
Professional Services to the UK economy

LEEDS CITY REGION

GREATER MANCHESTER

GREATER BIRMINGHAM 
AND SOLIHULL
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The UK continues to be one of the most 
attractive destinations for global investment, 
with an economy that is growing faster than 
other major competitor countries, including 
USA, Germany, France and Canada.

The UK’s location provides easy access to some  
of the world’s largest financial markets. Within the 
same working day companies are uniquely able to 
transact in Asia in the morning and America in the 
afternoon. Combine this with a robust legal and 
regulatory system, the ease of business set-up, 
competitive taxation and an extensive multicultural 
and multilingual talent pool, it’s no surprise that 
foreign companies have invested nearly £100 
billion in UK financial companies since early 2007. 
 
The UK is Europe’s number one destination for 
foreign direct investment projects. A substantial 
increase of investments in financial and 
professional services in 2014 added 31,198  
jobs and proved the nation’s ability to outperform  
its rivals.

WHY INVEST  
IN THE UK?
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TALENT ON TAP

The ability to recruit suitably qualified 
candidates is critical to investing and growing 
your business. In Leeds City Region, we don’t 
just focus on the industry requirements of 
today, but anticipate and plan for the talent 
requirements of tomorrow.  

THE TALENT OF TOMORROW
Leeds City Region is at the forefront of 
developing innovative pathways into 
employment, in order to meet the skills  
and workforce demands of the future.  
 
Our region is home to nationally acclaimed 
programmes, such as Make the Grade.  
This integrates the world of work with  
education, building long-term, local  
partnerships between employers  
and schools.  
 
We also benefit from a number of sector  
hubs across our nine universities, all  
established to improve external engagement, 
enhance networking and collaboration and 
provide business access to world-class 
research capabilities; marrying external  
market demand with recognised academic 
research and innovation strengths.  
 
Leeds City Region’s private sector has also 
introduced innovative schemes, like the  
Leeds-Legal Apprenticeship Scheme.  
Designed to provide an alternative route into  
the legal profession, it uniquely sustains  
growth and increases retention. 

The Leeds Apprenticeship Scheme also  
provides lectures and mentoring from key 
business leaders, as well as opening doors  
to networking events.

In addition to this, the region’s universities 
actively work with businesses to create an 
employer led approach to producing business-
ready graduates with the professional skills and 
commercial know-how to succeed. This includes 
Accounting and Finance, and Data Analytics at 
Leeds University Business School (LUBS) and  
two upcoming Financial Exchange Trainee 
Trading Hubs at Leeds Beckett.  
 
THE TALENT OF TODAY
Leeds City Region is home to nine Higher 
Education institutions, which collectively produce 
a highly skilled talent pipeline that is one of the 
most multi-disciplined in the UK. 

Over 116,000 multi-disciplined students from 
150 countries study here. In total, our academic 
establishments contribute £3.68 billion to the 
economy and play a critical role in generating 
jobs, creating innovation and driving enterprise.
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Yorkshire Universities, 2015

By 2016 one in every two jobs across 
Leeds City Region’s financial services 
sector will be highly skilled and over 
the next decade, the sector is forecast 
to account for more than a quarter  
of employment growth.
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A READY PIPELINE OF TALENT

16,425

2,250

3,167

3,645

7,910

16,350

1,770

3,155

3,325

4,585

1,390
2,345
1,875

3,625

15,135

LEEDS CITY REGION

GREATER BIRMINGHAM  
AND SOLIHULL

GREATER MANCHESTER
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Key

 Languages
 Computer science
 Law
 Economics
 Business and administrative studies
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BEING BASED IN LEEDS HAS ENABLED US TO ATTRACT 
KEY TALENT FROM ACROSS THE REGION WHICH HAS 

HELPED THE BUSINESS NOT ONLY INCREASE ITS 
REGIONAL FOOTPRINT BUT ALSO ENSURED WE HAVE 

THE RIGHT CAPABILITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE TO 
GROW OUR BUSINESS INTERNATIONALLY TOO.

Graham Lund, UK Managing Director, Callcredit
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THINK 
STRENGTHS

Capability across the board 



Leeds is arguably the country’s second  
city for legal services.

UK Legal 500, 2005
 

With 15,000 people employed at over 200 
firms, including major international firms 
such as DLA Piper, Leeds City Region is rightly 
recognised as an important centre for the legal 
profession. These firms play a significant role 
in contributing to the £4.4 billion GVA of our 
region’s Financial and Professional  
Services sector.  
 
Our region’s nine higher education institutions, 
which include the University of Law, currently 
provide legal qualifications to 3,167 
undergraduates annually. This ready pipeline 
of talent is supported by the Leeds-Legal 
Apprenticeship Scheme – a unique programme 
designed to access untapped ambition and 
talent to support alternative routes into the  
legal profession. This is creating a new 
generation of entrants into the region’s legal 
sector, building an expert pool of talent that’s 
future proof. 

In addition to the presence of traditional 
firms, Leeds City Region’s legal sector is at 
the forefront of the changing legal services 
environment – encouraged by the 2007  
Legal Services Act, which permits Alternative 
Business Structures within the sector. This led  
to the launch of challenger firms, such as  
Leeds-based Genus Law, as well as Gateley 
launching on the AIM index.  
 
Leeds City Region’s success as a financial and 
business services centre is underpinned by the 
development of its corporate legal sector, which 
offers a range of specialist services, including: 

• IT and technology
• Financial services
• International tax
• Retail
• Real estate
• Intellectual property 

LEGAL
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Other significant firms include:  
Gordons, Walker Morris, Keeble Hawson, Shulmans,  

Bond Dickinson, Mills and Reeve, Gateley, Squire Patton Boggs, 
SPB European Support Services Hub

DLA PIPER 
PINSENT MASONS
IRWIN MITCHELL

EVERSHEDS
DAC BEACHCROFT

DWF
ADDLESHAW GODDARD

SEVEN OF THE UK’S LARGEST 
25 LAW FIRMS HAVE A MAJOR 

PRESENCE IN LEEDS CITY REGION: 
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13,000

BIRMINGHAM

11,800

9,800

7,500

GLASGOW

7,300

BELFAST

MANCHESTER

LEEDS

BANKING

Leeds is the UK’s second centre for banking. 
13,000 people are employed in the sector, 
outstripping Manchester, Glasgow and 
Birmingham. 

30 national and international banks are already 
based here, including the Bank of England’s  
only note issuing centre outside of London.  
They sit alongside 150 accountancy firms, 
including major presence from the Big 4 –  
PWC, Deloitte, KPMG and EY. 

Leeds City Region is also recognised as the 
home of the building society, with three of the 
five largest UK building societies headquartered 
here. Yorkshire, Skipton and Leeds building 
societies all have a significant workforce, and 
together manage combined assets of £60 billion.

Nationwide, the world’s largest building society, 
also has a significant presence in Leeds City 
Region, hosting its customer service and 
processing operations here.

Employees in banking
BRES, 2012
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RECENT INVESTMENTS

Swedish bank Handlesbanken has their 
regional office in Leeds, serving a network  
of over 32 branches across Yorkshire and  
the North East. 

HSBC has invested £12 million in brand new 
office space at White Rose Office Park, as 
a base for the 700 staff of their specialist 
mortgage division. 

As the banking environment changes to meet 
the developing demands of customers, and 
responds to new regulatory controls, Leeds 
City Region has the infrastructure, skills 
and business ecosystem needed to support 
innovation and product development in 
financial services. This capability is illustrated 
in our track record of attracting global financial 
firms, including first direct which delivers its 
full services from Leeds. In addition, Lloyds 
Banking Group operates a wide range of 
services from our region, including insurance, 
mortgage processing, share dealing, data 
centres, private equity and private banking.

UKTI has named Leeds City Region 
a ‘Financial Centre of Excellence’ 
in recognition of the strength of our 
financial cluster. This reflects the 
substantial employment concentrations 
in Leeds, Bradford, Halifax and York, 
helping to boost investment and 
nearshoring activity, and as a result, 
driving economic growth.

Banks in Leeds City Region:

• Santander UK – recently launched its 
national breakthrough programme in Leeds 
to provide essential business support

• Lloyds Banking Group - employs 5,000 
people in Leeds City Region

• first direct – launched in Leeds as the UK’s  
first telephone banking operation 

Plus: RBS, HSBC, Handelsbanken, BNY Mellon, Yorkshire Bank
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INSURANCE

Leeds City Region is home to a rich and  
diverse range of insurance services,  
from global insurers, customer services  
and claims handling centres, to underwriting 
and brokerage operating across various 
markets and specialisms. 

Leeds is ranked within the top 10 of 20 
comparable locations for quality, availability 
and labour, and fifth for business environment 
for the insurance sector according to the fDi 
Benchmark from the Financial Times 2014. 

Over 15,000 people are employed across the 
sector, offering a breadth of insurance services, 
particularly in the non-life field. From specialist 
to volume requirements, Leeds City Region has 
a wealth of capability across the industry with a 
wide talent pool combining technical insurance 
competency, IT and customer services skills.

A strong track record of investment in the  
insurance sector

• Hiscox Insurance are investing in the 
development of purpose built facilities in York, 
creating their largest office in the UK outside 
of London and employing up to 500 people

• Australian firm QBE Insurance continues  
to expand its operations, recently announcing 
100 new jobs through expansion of its  
Leeds-based claims centre

• French-owned Covea Insurance continues 
to grow their presence in Halifax, employing 
several hundred people
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Employees in insurance

GREATER MANCHESTER       18,000 
LEEDS CITY REGION       15,500
GREATER BIRMINGHAM AND SOLIHULL      2,500
LIVERPOOL CITY REGION        5,000
SHEFFIELD CITY REGION        4,100

Major insurance firms in 
Leeds City Region:

• Aviva
• RSA
• Zurich
• Allianz
• Direct Line Group
• AIG Europe 
• Engage Mutual 

• Hiscox
• Covea
• QBE Insurance
• LV (Liverpool Victoria)
• AON
• AXA
• Marsh 

Our region also hosts a wide ecosystem  
of insurance brokers and specialist providers  
to the insurance sector, including:
• Plexus Law, part of the Parabis Group, 

who offer specialist services to insurance 
companies and are the first private  
equity-backed organisation to be granted  
an Alternative Business Structure for the  
delivery of legal services

• Beazley UK Marine, specialist underwriter  
and claims solutions with an office in Leeds, 
are part of the global firm and a Lloyds  
of London managing agency
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Leeds City Region is primed to be the UK’s 
Northern FinTech centre, thanks to its 
burgeoning digital capability and its position  
as the largest centre for banking services in the 
UK outside London. This perfectly positions our 
region to contribute to the sector’s estimated 
annual revenue of £20 billion.

We are already home to a wealth of leading 
FinTech firms, including the European 
headquarters of payment processors TSYS, 
the largest independent legal software vendor 
Eclipse, online investment brokers TD Direct 
Investing and global technology company 
Nostrum Group. 

Leeds City Region was also recently announced 
as the home of the first FinTech accelerator 
outside of London.  

The Dotforge FinTech Accelerator will  
capitalise on our strength in financial and  
digital services, enabling greater collaboration 
between entrepreneurs and businesses,  
who already benefit from a strong knowledge 
sharing network. This reinforces our pioneering 
research and analysis community, and  
world-class data hosting expertise. 

There are a series of key assets within Leeds 
City Region that provide a range of advantages 
for existing and new investors, maximising the 
region’s attractiveness to inward investment 
in FinTech and highly skilled middle and back 
office functions. 

FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY

Google chose Leeds as the location for 
their first ever Digital Garage, a hub  
for developing digital skills in business.
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BJSS, the IT and software development 
specialist, was founded in Leeds over 20 years 
ago and is a leading provider to banking and 
financial services clients in the City of London 
and New York. Six in every 10 foreign exchange 
transactions worldwide take place on systems 
built and developed by BJSS.

FinTech key assets: 
• Collaborative ecosystem with a cluster  

of innovative digital and creative companies 
facilitating business as well as new 
developments and investment opportunities 

• Talent pipeline: our region has the highest 
concentration of STEM graduates outside 
London, providing a ready supply of skills 
and talent 

• Unique mix of skills through an established 
financial cluster supported by both 
technology and international business 
expertise offers strengths in everything  
from Big Data to online share trading 

• First FinTech accelerator outside London:  
the Dotforge initiative has been created  
to develop businesses from start up

• Respected providers of IT software, apps 
and project management training, including 
FDM Group and QA, who have proven track 
records of providing business ready talent  
to the financial services sector
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Leeds City Region has established strengths 
operating highly-skilled middle and back office 
functions. This has attracted such prestigious 
names as DLA Piper to run their global IT 
hub here, in addition, organisations including 
IBM and the NHS have located their shared 
services in our region. The reasons are simple; 
we provide better value, offer a diverse range 
of locations and more than meet their demand 
for talent and experience.  

ONE OF THE LARGEST CONCENTRATIONS OF 
CUSTOMER CONTACT CENTRES IN THE UK 
 
Direct Line Group, HSBC, Santander UK, first 
direct and Barclays all operate processing and 
customer contact centres here. While low cost 
airline Jet2.com has re-shored its customer 
contact centre operation to Leeds, to be  
co-located with its finance and IT functions.

Businesses across financial and professional 
services are increasingly realising the benefits 
of locating their back and middle office 
functions in the UK. With unrivalled access  
to talent, competitive costs of doing business, 
high quality infrastructure and global market 
access, the UK represents a low risk, high 
return location.

Leeds City Region is ideally placed to offer  
a cost effective and highly skilled alternative 
to overseas operations, while complementing 
operations in London and the Southeast. 

Our region has a concentration of customer 
services functions, business process 
outsourcers and shared services operations. 
This demonstrates that competing businesses 
can locate and thrive in our region, co-existing 
without compromising on skills and talent. 

BACK AND MIDDLE OFFICE

Leeds City Region offers competitive location 
costs within a thriving, well networked 
economy. We bring together client focus, 
financial and legal know-how, digital 
infrastructure and technological innovation 
to add value to businesses and their clients. 
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IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR OUR GROWTH THAT EXPERIAN  
MAINTAINS A BASE IN LEEDS CITY REGION.  

OUR CLIENTS RELY ON OUR EXPERTISE,  
SO ATTRACTING AND RETAINING THE BEST  

TALENT IN THE INDUSTRY IS KEY.

Caroline Booth-Burke, Delivery Director, Experian 
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SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL ECOSYSTEM  
 
Leeds City Region is home to a wide  
range of firms spanning the financial  
and related services sector, offering  
you ready-made skills and business  
networking opportunities.

STRONG SKILLS AND  
TALENT PIPELINE 
 
Our higher education institutions  
and apprenticeship schemes ensure  
a constant supply of skills entering  
the jobs market.

BETTER VALUE OFFICE  
SPACE AND STAFF 
 
Leeds City Region has been  
proven to be better value than other 
UK and European cities by global 
commercial property consultants 
Cushman & Wakefield.

DIVERSE  
LOCATIONS 
 
We offer support services to ensure you 
find the ideal site and IT infrastructure.

7 MILLION PEOPLE WITHIN  
A ONE HOUR DRIVE 
 
Tap into our vast workforce – crucial for 
recruiting suitably qualified candidates.

BACK AND MIDDLE OFFICE PROPOSITION 

UNRIVALLED MARKET 
OPPORTUNITIES  
 
The financial and professional services 
market in Leeds City Region, currently 
generating almost £4.4 billion annually, 
with the REM forecast showing growth  
of 32% for 2014-22.
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 Cushman and Wakefield 
2011

RECENT INVESTMENTS

US company Diebold chose Leeds… 
…to base its processing centre dealing with  
accounts across 14 European, Middle East & African 
markets, against a shortlist including Amsterdam, 
Paris, Glasgow, Manchester and Bristol. Leeds 
was able to demonstrate a clear business case in 
its ability to source a cost effective, multi-lingual 
graduate workforce possessing accountancy skills. 
Diebold has further embedded its business with the 
city’s talent pool through links with local universities.  
This includes developing a placement scheme that 
has proved so successful it is now used as  
a blueprint for other Diebold centres.

French company Sanef… 
…opened a new base in the heart of Leeds in 2014. 
Their first client service centre in the UK was chosen 
to house a prestigious new £1 million state-of-the-art 
front line customer support centre. It created 350 
skilled jobs and opened employment opportunities 
for a specialist group of customer servicing staff.

Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance…
…the consumer lending arm of the Japanese 
conglomerate, has recently doubled the size  
of its operations in Leeds City Region. This is  
to support its dramatic growth as the UK’s largest 
retail point of sale credit provider, working with  
major brands including John Lewis, B&Q and DFS. 
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THINK 
INNOVATION

Our data capabilities



Ian Thompson, Group Executive, HR, TSYS

LEEDS CITY REGION OFFERS US ACCESS TO TALENTED PEOPLE 
WITH A BROAD RANGE OF EXPERIENCE ACROSS TECHNOLOGY, 
DATA AND FINANCIAL SERVICES; ALL VITAL FOR US TO DELIVER 

THE END-TO-END SERVICES OUR CLIENTS REQUIRE.
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COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 
THROUGH RESILIENCE

In order to meet the increasing international 
needs of businesses, the financial and related 
professional services sectors are striving 
to provide a more digitised, high-speed and 
personalised service. With an independent 
Internet exchange, Leeds City Region is able to 
offer the required level of resilience, data transfer 
speed and cyber-security. That’s why our digital 
infrastructure is trusted to host databases 
managed by leading financial data analysis 
companies like Callcredit and Acxiom, as well 
as public institutions with sensitive data like the 
Health and Social Care Information Centre.

Resilient Infrastructure 
Reducing the risk of data loss, increasing  
cyber-security and providing low-cost/ 
high-capacity data routes that enable  
split-second transactions around the world.

• Leeds operates its own data centres and  
network infrastructure, providing London  
-independent disaster recovery

• High-speed fibre routes east and west out 
of the UK which are independent of London

• The home of some of the highest levels  
of HMC Accredited security datacentres,  
already recognised by over 25 of the  
FTSE 100

• Home to its own Internet exchange point  
– IXLeeds, allowing regional and national  
ISPs to exchange data at low cost and  
speeds in multiples of 10 Gigabits per  
second – essential for enabling  
transactions in the Financial Services sector 

• Much of the region’s social network  
and streaming media traffic is served  
from datacentres within the heart of the city
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High-speed
Leeds City Region’s infrastructure ensures it is 
uniquely placed to securely deliver the vast data 
capacity and transfer speeds business demands. 

• Leeds is matched only by London in its  
high-capacity Internet exchange (IXLeeds) 
situated right in the heart of the city

• IXLeeds allows businesses and communications 
operators to exchange data at low cost and 
speeds up to 10 Gigabits per second 

• The region hosts one of the highest 
concentrations of Internet Service Providers  
in the UK. The UK’s first ISP, Freeserve,  
was founded here

• 100 Megabit and Gigabit broadband services  
available at low cost across Metropolitan Leeds 

• The UK’s largest mobile data network has 
invested £4.5 million improving 3G reception  
and mobile internet across the city, with a 35  
per cent growth in network sites from 117 to 159

• Over 24 Terabits per second of capacity within  
the main aql city data hub
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A CITY REGION DRIVEN BY DATA

Technology innovation and data analytics 
is rapidly transforming the financial and 
professional services market. Technological 
advancements are unlocking the power of 
intelligent data and driving competitive 
advantage – areas in which Leeds City Region 
is ahead of the game. 

The accelerating growth of data relating to both 
the social and physical world is changing how 
we see the world around us. It can revolutionise 
the way we understand the world we live in 
and help us develop new services, products 
and solutions. So much so that UK Government 
Research Councils have identified it as one 
of ‘eight great technologies’ that will power 
scientific developments and economic growth 
over the next decade.

Leeds City Region is a world-class location  
in data management and the analysis of big 
data, both consumer and public sector. We have 
established a firm lead in the ‘data revolution’, 
the most disruptive and transformational 
influence since the industrial revolution. 

Our pioneering research and approach to the 
hosting and interpretation of data via the Leeds 
Data Mill, the Leeds Open Data Institute (ODI) 
and the Leeds Institute for Data Analytics (LIDA) 
provides unique access to some of the largest 
databases, leading academics and researchers 
globally.

Our region’s innovative approach to data 
analytics and data science is already largely 
supported and utilised by companies such as 
Asda-Walmart, Telefonica, TomTom, Marks 
& Spencer, Yorkshire Water and market 
researchers such as Acxiom, Call Credit and 
CACI. It is also a hub for the gaming industry 
with data analytics, modelling and IT platforms, 
with companies such as William Hill and Skybet 
having significant operations here. 

DATA EXCELLENCE

OPEN DATA  
INSTITUTE GLOBAL 

HEALTH NODE

FINANCIAL 
TECHNOLOGY HUB

BIG DATA &  
CYBER SECURITY

OPEN DATA

PAYMENT 
PROCESSING

CRDC  
CONSUMER DATA 

RESEARCH & 
 MANAGEMENT  

CENTRE

LEEDS  
INSTITUTE FOR 

DATA ANALYTICS
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LEEDS DATA MILL
 
Leeds Data Mill is owned and managed by 
Leeds City Council. Their data sets are 100% 
raw, unprocessed Open Data. They believe they 
are the first platform in the country that brings 
together Open Data information from multiple 
sectors, and most importantly helps people to 
use that data creatively to gain understanding 
and develop new service solutions. 

LEEDS OPEN DATA INSTITUTE 
 
The Open Data Institute is catalysing the 
evolution of open data culture to create 
economic, environmental, and social value.  
It helps unlock supply, generates demand, 
creates and disseminates knowledge to  
address local and global issues. They convene 
world-class experts to collaborate, incubate, 
nurture and mentor new ideas, and promote 
innovation. They enable anyone to learn and 
engage with open data, and empower their  
teams to help others through professional 
coaching and mentoring. 

LEEDS INSTITUTE FOR DATA ANALYTICS 
 
The Leeds Institute for Data Analytics (LIDA)  
is the home of two major programmes for data 
intensive research – the MRC Centre for Medical 
Bioinformatics and the ESRC Consumer Data 
Research Centre. 
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Exceptional infrastructure

THINK 
CONNECTED



Leeds City Region is located at the heart of  
the UK with excellent transport links to the  
rest of the country as well as further afield.

Our exceptional transport network allows  
for reliable and affordable public transport.  
This, in turn, provides easy access to a large  
pool of potential employees, with over 7 million 
people with a one-hour drive.

This connectivity is set to continue improving 
with major investment coming in the form  
of the high speed railway HS2. A sure sign  
that the government recognises the  
importance Leeds City Region has to play  
in the country’s continued economic growth. 
These developments will significantly improve 
rail capacity while reducing travel times to 
enable better connectivity.

As well as this, we are also improving our 
digital connectivity. Leeds City Region already 
has extensive broadband coverage, but plans 
are underway to make it even better through 
significant private and public investment.  
This includes around £100 million public  
sector investment over the next three years.

WELL PLACED FOR SUCCESS
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BIRMINGHAM

BRISTOL

EDINBURGH

NEWCASTLE

GLASGOW

LIVERPOOL

MANCHESTER

HULL

 

LONDON

PORT OF HULL

SHEFFIELD

LONDON
175 miles; two hours by train (44 direct trains a day  
from York, 37 from Wakefield and 36 from Leeds)  
and three hours by road. 
 
MANCHESTER  
40 miles; one hour by road and rail. Plus a direct  
train link from Leeds to Manchester Airport. 

EDINBURGH 
195 miles; 3 hours by train.

GLASGOW 
201 miles; 1 hour 5 mins by air. 

AIR TRAVEL TO KEY BUSINESS DESTINATIONS 
Leeds Bradford Airport serves 70 destinations in  
30 countries across Europe, North America and Asia.
Connectivity to key UK cities includes London, Belfast  
and Glasgow. Further destinations can be reached 
through the frequent BA services to Heathrow and  
KLM to Amsterdam Schipol.

PARIS 
1 hour 30 mins by air.

BERLIN
2 hours by air.

GENEVA
1 hour 50 minutes by air. 

SIX OTHER AIRPORTS  
WITHIN EASY REACH 
Including Manchester 
International, which is 
one hour and 15 minutes 
by train, and Amsterdam 
Schipol, which is one hour 
15 minutes by direct flight 
from Leeds Bradford Airport.
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Highly attractive staff and office space costs

THINK 
RESOURCES



LOW COST, HIGH VALUE

Leeds City Region has been named one of the 
best places in Europe to locate a business 
by global commercial property consultants 
Cushman & Wakefield. The survey of senior 
executives from over 500 of Europe’s biggest 
companies quotes easy access to markets, 
together with a low cost base, among our 
region’s many advantages. 

In comparison with over 35 European cities, 
Leeds ranked third for value of office space 
and eighth for cost of staff, ahead of London, 
Manchester, Birmingham, Frankfurt, Paris  
and Zurich. 

Leeds City Region offers a wide range 
of office locations, from city centre to 
office park and canal side to rural, with 
Grade A city centre space just £28 per 
m2, per month.

Leeds

Glasgow

Birmingham

Manchester

Frankfurt

Paris

London

VALUE FOR MONEY: COST OF STAFF
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VALUE FOR MONEY: GRADE A OFFICE SPACE

Leeds £28 per m2

Birmingham £30 per m2

Manchester £33 per m2
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Chris Hearld, Northern Chairman and Office Senior Partner, KPMG Leeds.

LEEDS CITY REGION IS HOME TO A WORLD-CLASS FINANCIAL  
AND PROFESSIONAL COMMUNITY. AS A FIRM, WE ARE 

COMMITTED TO GROWING OUR PRESENCE HERE.  
WE RECOGNISE THE WEALTH OF TALENT; THE AVAILABILITY  

OF HIGH QUALITY SPACE AND STRONG CONNECTIVITY LINKS;  
AND THE SUPERB OFFER AS A PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK.
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LEEDS CITY REGION ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP 
CAN OFFER YOU A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
FROM INITIAL ENQUIRY RIGHT THROUGH TO 
AFTERCARE. WE CAN HELP YOU IDENTIFY, SECURE 
AND ACCESS FUNDING FOR THE PERFECT 
SOLUTION TO SUPPORT YOUR BUSINESS GROWTH.

HERE FOR YOU
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PREMISES
 

We can use our unrivalled knowledge  
of the region to undertake extensive property 
searches and find a site that matches your  
exact specification. We can also offer property 
advice, negotiation skills and introductions  
to relevant developers. 

ACCESS TO FINANCE

Whether you need access to finance for 
premises, capital investment or IT, we can help. 
Along with support on R&D tax credits and 
general advice about setting up in the UK. 
 

SOFT LANDING

We can tailor a soft landing package to your 
needs. From finding a temporary space for  
initial set up to securing interview venues,  
we’re here to support your first steps into 
the region and ensure you have the perfect 
springboard for long-term success. 

RECRUITMENT

With a vast pool of talent and a ready pipeline  
of graduates entering the jobs market each year, 
Leeds City Region can provide the skills you need. 
We can also support your initial recruitment 
stages to assist with finding core staff,  
specialists and make relevant recruitment 
agency introductions for general hiring. 

AFTER CARE AND ON-GOING SUPPORT

We provide on-going support once you’re up  
and running in our region, and pride ourselves  
on our continued relationships with investors.  
Our investor development packages includes 
access to technical support, expansion support 
and relationship building – opening the door  
to the thriving business ecosystem across  
Leeds City Region.
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Great support, stunning setting

THINK 
SPACE



We’re very proud of our region’s high standard 
of living, which includes a wealth of rich cultural 
attractions and stunning scenery. Our three 
National Parks as well as stunning coastlines 
make our region the perfect place to relax and 
make the most of life. While for those seeking 
more excitement, our cosmopolitan and modern 
cities offer a vibrant mix of retail, culture and 
commerce. We also love our sport and are well 
versed in hosting major sporting events from the 
Tour de France 2014 to International Test Cricket 
and Rugby World Cup 2015. 

Together these factors ensure Leeds City Region  
is a thriving, dynamic and desirable place to live 
and work. The addition of excellent schools,  
a first class health service and endless leisure 
activities help businesses attract and retain the 
very best talent. 

WE’RE SO MUCH 
MORE THAN JUST AN 
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 

From Le Grand Départ of 
the Tour de France to Rugby 
World Cup 2015, Leeds City 
Region plays host to the 
biggest sporting events.
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Neil Williams, Santander Corporate  
and Commercial Bank, Regional Director 

THE DYNAMIC MIX OF PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES IN 
LEEDS AND THE DRIVE FOR THE CITY TO BE SUCCESSFUL 
CREATES A REAL VIBRANCY THAT IS HARD TO BEAT. THE 

CITY REGION HAS AN EXCITING MIX OF LARGE AND SMALL 
BUSINESSES, EXCLUSIVE SHOPPING AND HIGH QUALITY 
EDUCATION, AND ALL OF THIS IS JUST A FEW MINUTES’ 

DRIVE FROM SOME OF THE BEST COUNTRYSIDE IN THE UK. 
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GET IN TOUCH TO START ENJOYING  
THE BENEFITS OF LEEDS CITY REGION

invest@the-lep.com

LEEDS CITY REGION  
ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
City Exchange, 11 Albion Street,
Leeds LS1 5ES
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)113 378 1555


